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constructed apowered airplanewithwings been hand constructed from appropriate materials.
40.5 feet long and weighing about 750 Theengineistaking shape and isabout 95% done.
poundswith pilot. They also designed and built their
own lightweight gasolineengine, amarve of innova i
tion. On December 17, 1903, near Kitty Hawk, T T
NC, they madetheworld'sfirst powered heavier- g
than-air flight. Theflight lasted 12 seconds, and
covered 120 feet with Orville Wright at the controls.

B y thefall of 1903, the Wright Brothers had dloy smilar totheoriginal. Therest of the partshave

To commemoratethe 100" anniversary of thisflight,
four separate groups (including NASA) are attempt-
ingto buildworking replicasof theorigind aircraft.
Onegroup, TheWright Redux Associationof Glen = Wright Redux hasmoved the planeto the Packer

Ellyn, IL hasjoined forceswith PackerEngineering: | hangar a Clow Airport. Initial testingisgoingtobe

tobuild areplicaof the origina gasolineengineto donewithout an enginein the plane:- The planisto

power their machine. The* Spirit.of Glen Ellyn”.is mount thestructure onto atrailer andthendrive )

scheduled tofly over thelawn at the Museum of downtherunway totest theairframe. Testing of the

Science and I ndustry in Chicago, December, 2003, - planewiththeenginewill only beundertaken after

wheretheplanewill behungafteritsflight. thepilotsarefamiliar with theflight characteristics of
theplanein un-poweredflight. It will certainly not be
easy tofly.

Utilizing totally volunteer | abor and donation financ-
ing, aninexpensg ve sourcefor thisreplicaengine ’ i :
needed to be found. Dr. Packer felt the project was e, . N 1Sy i
agreat causeandwould beaperfect learning £ ! .E N 'ﬁﬂ i s
experiencefor our staff, interns, and STEP Program I Pt A !lﬁ l"'l‘:.'_,"n“
students. Dr. Packer callsthe Flyer undertaking an ' P N\
exampleof grassroots* Midwestern Volunteerism”. "/ ) <
Thenumber of companieswho have donated their I

timeand servicesisupto about 20*. Thedeveloped =

Spirit of synergy among thecompaniesinvolvedis
truly creating both anaircraft and anideal, much

Themediarecently interviewed Dr. Packer at the

greater than any one group. Glen Ellynwoodworking shop
could havemanaged ontheir ' wheretheaircraftisbeing
own. built. Theinterview aired on
Therewereno accurate severd Chicago TV news
engineering drawingsof the programs. Representatives
origina engine, sothetalented from Nationa Geographic,
staff of Packer Technologies who areoneof thefinancial

| nternational convertedthe donorsfor thiseffort, have
existing drawingsinto 3-D beenfilming thecongtruction

computer modelsfor the - — processfor future use. Loca

congtruction of afoam engine block model that was - authorsareundertaking the
usedinaprocesscalled“logt foam” casting. The writing of abook about aviation and Chicago, which

main aluminum engine castingwaspoured using an will includemateria and photographsof thisproject.

* Bison Gear of St. Charles, IL, Insight Automated, Inc. of Glendale Heights, IL, Peterson Spring of Southfield, MI, American Foundry Society of Des Plaines, IL,
Wheatland Machine of Naperville, IL, Beery Heating and Cooling of Oswego, IL, Jerry’s Welding of West Chicago, IL, NAPCO Steel, Inc. of West Chicago, IL,

Ed Meyers of Bolingbrook, IL, MTI Inc. of Rockford, IL, The Arnold Engineering Co. of Marengo, IL, The Austin Group of Quincy, IL, Willard Industries of
Cincinnati, OH, Arrow Gear of Downers Grove, IL, Craftsman Tool & Mold of Aurora, IL, Bison Electric of Elgin, IL, TRW of Danville, PA, Phoenix Electric Mfg.
Of Chicago, IL, Scot Inc. of Downers Grove, IL, Auto Machine Inc. of St. Charles, IL, and Packer Technologies International of Warrenville, IL.




